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ing his accession, and significantly promising his aid in
all things which belong to God. Immediately after-
wards, he wrote with no uncertain sound to the bishop
of Paris: "Whom God hath joined together, let not
man put asunder. We write not this to instruct you,
of whose knowledge in the divine law we are well
informed, but that we should make clear the force of
our intention. By so much as we love our dear son in
Christ, Philip, king of the Franks, and intend to
honour him with our special favour, by so much the
more are we grieved that he should have striven so far
as in him lay to put away our dearest daughter in
Christ, his queen. Wherefore shall you warn him, and
enjoin for the pardon of his sins that he straightway take
to him again the said queen, lest he incur the divine
wrath, and infamy among men, and thereby suffer
irreparable loss." He was not long in writing with
equal directness to Philip himself. He had already
intervened to confirm peace between him and the count
of Flanders. With the charity of a Christian prelate
and the dignity of a sovereign, Innocent spoke of the
glories of France, and the papal affection towards his
dynasty. Then passing swiftly to the scandal of which
all men talked, "I command you,"he said, "that you
judge your own acts so that you be not condemned of
others. Kecall your lawful wife, and then we will hear
all that you may lawfully urge. If this you do not, no
power shall turn us to right or left till justice be done."
This was the tenor of the letter. It was followed by the
arrival of a legate, Peter of Capua, who was instructed
to insist, under pain of interdict, on the immediate
repudiation of Agnes,